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Ideal For Aspiring Musicians 
Whether you want to play, compose or conduct, Marling 

Sixth Form is a great place to study says Stephen Parker 

‘I aim to be conducting my own music at the Proms by the age of 
30 - I believe my future aims are ambitious, but I am confident 
that I will make it. Teachers at the school have helped me to reach 
where I am; the music department has always been incredibly 
supportive and has continued to be during my initial university 
application, and Marling Sixth Form is an ideal place to be for any 
aspiring musicians with higher academic targets. 

I have played the euphonium and piano since the age of 9. I     
currently play in the Chalford Band as Principal Euphonium and 
won two consecutive Best Instrumentalist Awards at the National 
Youth Brass Band Championships in 2016 and 2017. We have   
recently been promoted to the championship section of the     
regional championship, achieving 7th at the national finals in 
2018. I achieved a distinction at Grade 8 aged 15 and have        
performed numerous solos at concerts in and out of school,     
including playing piano in the school production of We Will Rock 
You. I’m a keen composer as well, and this is now my main interest 
heading forward as a musician. My inspirations are John Williams 
and Murray Gold and I primarily compose Film and TV music 
scores. I am applying this year for the RCWMD, Royal College of 
Music and Birmingham Conservatoire to study composition.’                                                                
       Stephen Parker 

    

Marling School’s Big Band (pictured above) play each year at the 
famous Cheltenham Jazz Festival, entertaining the audience with 
their lively jazz. The 22-piece, 1960s-style swing band has been 
performing for 11 years and continues to go strong. New     
members are always welcome.                                                            
Downfielders are a traditional folk group of between 10 and 12 
musicians who perform at many local events, from dance     
competitions to folk festivals. They appear each year at         
Chippenham Folk Festival (pictured below) and have been     
playing as a group for over 20 years. 

‘Big Band has provided me with an opportunity to play in a large
-scale and well established band. It has helped me  develop my 
musicianship in an exciting, high-energy environment, with   
highlights such as playing in the Cheltenham Jazz Festival and       
performing each year in the spring and winter school music    
concerts. Downfielders gave me a platform to not just play in a 
school setting, but to play for fee-paying clients at birthday    
parties and wedding receptions. Playing in a folk band was a 
chance to explore other genres that I had never played before, 
and Downfielders was the perfect opportunity to learn         
something new.’                                                          Henry Linton 

 

 

Marling School has a thriving Music Department, based in its 
own Music Hall with recording studio and practice rooms. Unlike 
many schools and colleges, it is able to offer both Music and  
Music Technology at A Level and students go on to study at a 
range of specialist colleges and conservatoires. 

Beyond the classroom, students have the opportunity to learn 
many instruments and to develop their skills performing in Big 
Band, Downfielders (see right) joint senior choir and senior string 
ensemble.  Each year the Music Department also showcases the 
talents of its musicians and soloists at popular Spring and   
Christmas  concerts.  

A team of visiting teachers offer lessons for a wide range of   
instruments, including acoustic/electric guitar, bass, brass, drum 
kit/percussion, piano/keyboard, ukulele, upper/lower strings, 
woodwind and voice. Sixth form students can opt to have music 
tuition during their independent study periods to avoid missing  
A Level lessons.                

Music At Marling 


